
   

 

Newsletter  February 2022 
“I have done what is mine to do; may Christ teach you yours!”    —Francis of Assisi 

St Francis founded his order on the rock of obedience, that 
through loyalty to the Church it may avoid heresy and also that 
its members may deny their will under a Rule of life. We too as 
seculars owe a spirit of obedience which allows us to be 
available to the Church for whatever she may call us to do. 
How do we live that out? Some examples; pray for and obey 
the Pope, our Bishop and our Pastor. In our Order, we attend 
meetings, hold office when asked, and contribute to the 
welfare of the Order, all in imitation of St Francis’s humility and 
charity. Of course, we owe obedience to the Rule of our Order 
which calls for conversion and change of life. My mind has 
turned to obedience lately given the poor witness to following 
authority in our day. The Covid-19 pandemic has brought out a 
spirit of disobedience at a time when people in authority at all 
levels are trying to protect us from harm. Obedience is not to 
slavishly follow and be thoughtless, but out of a spirit of 
humility in areas where we are not an expert, we should be 
generous in following. It seems these days that people will only 
follow when there is a likelihood of repercussions. This is in my 
mind a poor witness to the virtue of obedience. Besides its 
immediate object, obedience provides a means of self-denial 
and self-giving. We need freedom from selfishness if we are to 
follow the Rule in our lives.  —Franz 

        Father Solanus Casey Fraternity  |   Duluth/Superior area 

This month’s Fraternity Gathering 

February 20, 2022, 12:30 p.m. – Potluck and 
Gathering     

Holy Family Catholic Church, social hall 
2430 West 3rd St., Duluth 
Park in the west parking lot  

Agenda:  

1. Opening prayer – Barb 
2. LotH – Darlene 
3. Gospel sharing – Bob 
4. Ongoing Formation – Franz: Fratelli Tutti, 

Chapter 7 
5. Parish flier 
6. Business  

a. Approve minutes, assign ministries 
b. Treasurer reports, bills, receipts 
c. Formation report 
d. JPIC report 

7. Vocation and closing prayers  

Next month’s meeting: March 20, 2022.  

Ongoing Formation: TBD 

Gospel Reading: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time, Lk 6:27-38 

Jesus said to his disciples: “To you who hear I say, love your enemies, do good to 
those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. To 
the person who strikes you on one cheek, offer the other one as well, and from the 
person who takes your cloak, do not withhold even your tunic. Give to  everyone 
who asks of you, and from the one who takes what is yours do not demand it back. 
Do to others as you would have them do to you. For if you love those who love you, 
what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And if you do 
good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do the 
same. If you lend money to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is 
that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, and get back the same amount. But rather, 
love your enemies and do good to them, and lend expecting nothing back; then your 
reward will be great and you will be children of the Most High, for he himself is kind 
to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

“Stop judging and you will not be judged. Stop condemning and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive and you will be forgiven. Give, and gifts will be given to you; a 
good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into 
your lap. For the measure with which you measure will in return be measured out to 
you.” 



Faith Matters: Reflections from your Spiritual Assistant     

Seeing God in the Face of the Leper and the Poor 

Like us, Francis had many conversion experiences on his faith journey. One 
of the most memorable ones was his encounter with the leper on the road 
outside Assisi. Francis later highlighted this incident as the key turning point 
in his life. From that moment on, Francis could not help but to see God in 
the faces of the lepers and the poor. And that has been at the core of the 
Franciscan vision to this day. 

As Secular Franciscans we too follow Francis’ example to see God in the 
faces of the poor and the outcast. Like Francis, we should pledge ourselves 
to live the spirit of poverty, which we do by making the choice in our lives 
to live simply and by serving those in need we encounter in the world 
around us.  

Gospel poverty isn’t an end in itself. It is a way to show our dependence 
upon, and confidence in, the God who created us and sustains us. 
Voluntary poverty frees us from the need to pursue wealth and status and 
allows us to promote justice, work for the common good, share our 
resources with those in need. As it states in Article 11, Secular Franciscans 
“should strive to purify their hearts form every tendency and yearning for 
possession and power.” Gospel poverty reminds us that we are not the 
owners of Creation but its stewards. It teaches us to be grateful for the gifts 
we have been given, and generous in sharing our gifts with others.  

On a practical level it means we must identify those in our communities 
who are the lepers of today, where are they situated, and how do we best 
reach out to them. It is not just in giving money to worthy organizations or 
the Church. As Pope Francis challenges us, we must also get our hands dirty 
and relate so closely to others that we take on “the smell of the sheep.” 
Serving at Damiano is a good start. But there is more. How do we strive to go further, within our real personal and 
fraternity strengths and limitations, to respond to God’s face as seen in the faces of the poor and outcast? That will 
be our ongoing challenge and our legacy to the Twin Ports.     — Bob 

Franciscan 
Saints/Blesseds of the 
Month 

  4  ST JOSEPH OF LEONISSA 

  6  ST PETER BAPTIST AND 
COMPANIONS 

 Peter Baptist Blasquez was 
born in 1542 to a noble 
Spanish family near Avila, 
Spain. At 25 he became a 
Franciscan and served in 
Mexico and the Philippines. In 
1592 Peter was sent to Japan 
as a delegate of the Spanish 
king. His missionary work met 
resistance from influential 
elements in Japan. Peter, two 
Jesuit priests and 17 Secular 
Franciscans were martyred by 
crucifixion. They were 
collectively canonized in 1862 
as the “Martyrs of Japan.” 

  7  ST COLLETTE 

  9  BL MOTHER MARIA THERESIA 
BONZEL 

19  ST CONRAD OF PIACENZA 

ODDS ‘N’ ENDS 

I would like to encourage all fraternity members to take part in the upcoming synodal process which Bishop 
Felton in calling “Let’s Listen.” It is a concrete way we can “rebuild my church” and to support the ministry of 
Bishop Felton. From the diocesan website:  

At the present time, our Let’s Listen planning group is meeting with the deans to discuss how best to proceed 
with the Let’s Listen sessions in each deanery. The format of these sessions will be simply to pray to the Holy 
Spirit, to listen to participants respond to two questions, and to listen not only to one another (which is 
hugely important) but also to the Holy Spirit speaking to us through one another. The two questions of 
discussion and discernment: 1) What is hurting or in need of healing in your personal life, parish, and 
community? 2) What is healthy or hopeful in your personal life, parish, and community? 

The primary format for the Let’s Listen sessions will be small to medium size groups of people that will meet 
in person with a facilitator. There will also be opportunities for virtual gatherings, written submissions, and 
individual interviews that seek to ensure that as many people and perspectives are heard as is possible. . .  

It is my desire by Pentecost 2022 to articulate what was heard in the Let’s Listen sessions, what we discerned 
the Holy Spirit saying to us, and concretely what does this mean for the mission and vision of our diocese 
moving forward. 

Bishop Daniel Felton is the tenth bishop of Duluth.        —Bob   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JPIC – (Justice, Peace, and the Integrity of Creation)   

Here’s a list of energy using items in your home. From this you may be able to find ways to conserve 
energy in the winter. 

1-2. Cooling and heating: 47% of energy use 
3. Water heater: 14% of energy use 
4. Washer and dryer: 13% of energy use 
5. Lighting: 12% of energy use 
6. Refrigerator: 4% of energy use 
7. Electric oven: 3-4% of energy use 
8. TV, DVD, cable box: 3% of energy use 
9. Dishwasher: 2% of energy use 
10. Computer: 1% of energy use 

         
From Bluettipower.com blog      

           —Darlene 

Council Meeting 
Agenda 

Council meeting will 
immediately follow the 
fraternity meeting. 

1. Opening Prayer 
2. Approve minutes, 

agenda 
3. 2022 Spring 

Gathering 
4. Annual report 
5. Other 
6. Closing prayer 



 

Remembering Mike Polson, OFS 
Died February 14, 2013 

May he rest in Peace 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Formation 

I find these words from Pope Francis to be an inspiration and challenge as we go from Gospel to life and life to 
the Gospel: 

FRANCIS 

“APERUIT ILLIS” 
INSTITUTING THE SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

Those who draw daily nourishment from God’s word become, like Jesus, a contemporary of all those whom 
they encounter: they are not tempted to fall into sterile nostalgia for the past, or to dream of ethereal 
utopias yet to come. 

Sacred Scripture accomplishes its prophetic work above all in those who listen to it. It proves both sweet and 
bitter. We are reminded of the words of the prophet Ezekiel when, commanded by the Lord to eat the scroll 
of the book, he tells us: “It was in my mouth as sweet as honey” (3:3). John the Evangelist too, on the island 
of Patmos, echoes Ezekiel’s experience of eating the scroll, but goes on to add: “It was sweet as honey in my 
mouth, but when I had eaten it my stomach was made bitter” (Rev 10:10). 

The sweetness of God’s word leads us to share it with all those whom we encounter in this life and to 
proclaim the sure hope that it contains (cf. 1 Pet 3:15-16). Its bitterness, in turn, often comes from our 
realization of how difficult it is to live that word consistently, or our personal experience of seeing it rejected 
as meaningless for life. We should never take God’s word for granted, but instead let ourselves be nourished 
by it, in order to acknowledge and live fully our relationship with him and with our brothers and sisters. 

—Jane 


